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AMERICAN RECOVERY & REINVESTMENT ACT (ARRA) –

 STIMULUS FUNDING REPORTING

Correspondence has been recently sent regarding the impending deadline to report on ARRA award 
ARRA FUNDING REPORT.

Each ARRA award requires a separate report to the Federal sponsor.  Emory currently has over 65 awards.  
Each requires up to 74 fi elds of information for each report; the Offi ce of Grants and Contracts Accounting 
(OGCA) needs six fi elds or about 8% from the Principal Investigator (PI).  We have developed an online 
form to collect this data in the easiest, quickest manner.  The information the PI provides in this the fi rst 
quarterly report will be provided to the PI in the following quarter to update since reporting is cumulative 
from the start of the award.

In addition to the online form mentioned above, which is being used to help collect information, an ARRA 
web page and FAQs have been developed to provide more information and to keep Emory up-to-date on 
the requirements of the Stimulus awards.  

For more information, please visit: 
 http://www.osp.emory.edu/OSP_other/ARRAReporting.cfm
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ARRA FUNDING REPORT

In order to make it easier for the Emory Research Community to see what ARRA awards (Stimulus Funds) 
have been received, we have created a new report in PeopleSoft. The report can be found under:

REPORTING TOOLS > QUERY > QUERY VIEWER 

Enter the report name, EU_GM_ARRA_FUNDING_BY_PI, in the search fi eld to locate it. The report lists 
all ARRA projects by PI Name so that a PI or Deparmental/School administrator can easily see all projects 
for which a given PI has received funding.
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NEW HIPAA RULES:  HITECH ACT BREACH NOTIFICATION 

REQUIREMENTS TAKE EFFECT SEPTEMBER 23

Researchers who use protected health information in their research should be aware that the 
new HITECH Act breach notifi cation requirements take effect on September 23, 2009.  These 
requirements apply to “unsecured” protected health information (PHI) in electronic or paper form.  
Unsecured PHI is PHI that isn’t made unusable, unreadable or indecipherable to unauthorized 
individuals through the use of specifi c methods or technologies that have been approved by the 
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS Secretary).  In general, this 
means that to be considered “secured,” PHI in electronic form must be encrypted.  In addition, PHI 
in paper form must be destroyed at the time it is disposed. 

If a researcher has unsecured PHI that is subject to unauthorized disclosure, use, acquisition or 
access, then the HITECH Act may require that the person whose information was compromised 
be notifi ed of the breach.  In general, notice will be required if the unauthorized disclosure, use, 
acquisition or access compromises the security or privacy of the protected health information by 
posing a signifi cant risk of fi nancial, reputational or other harm to the individual.  

Notice of the breach generally must be given to the individuals involved by mail.  If, however, the 
breach involves the PHI of ten or more individuals for whom the researcher doesn’t have suffi cient 
contact information, then notice of the breach must be posted on the web or in “major print or 
broadcast media.”  The notice also must be posted in print and broadcast media if the breach 
involves more than 500 residents of a state or jurisdiction, and the HHS Secretary must be notifi ed 
in this case as well.  The notice must be given as soon as reasonably possible, and in no event 
later than 60 calendar days after the breach is discovered, or should have been discovered. 

The breach notifi cation requirements do not apply to encrypted data.  So to protect your data, be 
sure to talk to your IT personnel about encryption for your computers and accessories, especially 
your laptop and USB drive.  

For more information on the HITECH requirements, contact the Offi ce of Research Compliance at 
(404) 727-2398 or orc@emory.edu.  For more information on encryption, see Emory’s new Disk 
Encryption Policy at http://policies.emory.edu/5.12and Information Technology’s communication on 
Portable Computing Security Awareness at http://it.emory.edu/showdoc.cfm?docid=12429.
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EFFORT SYSTEM & RST’S

The effort system (ERS) and the labor distribution system (RSTs) are still unavailable for use at this time. 
This means salary transfers cannot be done, neither by the departments nor by central administration. 
We are waiting for UTS to complete the conversion and testing so that these systems are compatible with 
PeopleSoft. They have not given us any dates so we currently have no timeline for availability.

Please remember that any salary transfers (RSTs) affecting someone paid from a sponsored account 
for the JUN-AUG 2009 period will need to be done in ERS once this system is available. Paper forms 
received for this period will be returned to the department so they can enter it online when the system is 
available. As always, we will accept paper forms for employees not paid from sponsored accounts. We will 
hold these until we are able to input them. If you are concerned with the 90 day deadline please know that 
the system issues will not be held against you in meeting this deadline.  For paper RSTs coming through 
the central offi ce we will take this delay into consideration when enforcing the deadlines.

Compass Resources

Are you aware of all the Compass HELP resources available to you?  Below is a list of resources for you 
to access to get answers to your Compass questions.

Compass System Alerts:•  http://compass.emory.edu/alerts.html

Compass Glossary:•  http://compass.emory.edu/glossaries/index.html

Compass Training: • http://compass.emory.edu/training/index.html

Compass Support Tool Box (FAQs, Job Aids, Help and Technical Support): • 
http://compass.emory.edu/pstoolbox/index.html

Grants-specifi c Resources

EPEX/Grants Help Desk:•  7-2018

EPEX/Grants Email:•  psgrants@emory.edu

EPEX Page:•  http://www.osp.emory.edu/forms/epex.cfm

EPEX FAQs:•  http://www.osp.emory.edu/OSP_other/EPEXFAQs.cfm
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Revised PHS 2590 (DHHS Public Health Service 
Noncompeting Continuation Progress Report) 
Now Available: Policy Changes Implemented 

Per NIH Notice Number: NOT-OD-09-139, “The newly revised “Continuation Progress Report 
for a DHHS Public Health Service Grant” (PHS 2590, rev. 06/09) instructions and forms are now 
available and will be accepted immediately for all progress reports and are required for all annual 
progress reports due on/after October 1, 2009.”

Signifi cant Changes Include:

New All Personnel Report• 
New Assurance for Institutions Receiving Awards for Training of Graduate Students for • 
Doctoral Degrees
Inclusion of Changes to Innovative Potential• 
Changes to the Biographical Sketch• 
Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)• 

The information above is a partial statement issued by the NIH.  For the full announcment, please 
see: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-fi les/NOT-OD-09-139.html

Understanding Converted Awards

Effective September 1, 2009, all active FAS grant accounts were converted from the old systems 
to the new Compass system. Data was combined from the OSP Pre-award database and FAS 
for migration to Compass. Pending proposals submitted within the past eighteen months were 
also converted from the OSP Pre-award database to Compass.

OSP and OGCA will have the opportunity to identify the full award period for a grant, as well 
as, the individual budget periods for that grant, when setting up a new award in the system. For 
converted data, however, it is important to understand that the entire award period (formerly 
referred to as the project period), became a single budget period. Therefore, as you review 
Compass information for converted grants, do not be alarmed if separate budget periods are 
not refl ected. It is also important to understand that grants which are set up as new or renewal 
awards directly in Compass may look different in this respect from converted awards.
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Upcoming Research Administration 
Conferences, Meetings & Deadlines

Instructor-led EPEX Training: Oct 12th• 

NCURA National Meeting: Oct 21st- 24th• 

EPA Research (GRO) Fellowships for Undergraduates: Deadline Dec 10th• 
http://www.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/2010/2010_gro_undergrad.html

Need Training for PeopleSoft? Make sure you visit the Compass Training page to stay current • 
with what is available and to plan your learning path! 
http://compass.emory.edu/training/index.html

To sign up for training 
offered by OSP and OCGA, please see: 

http://www.ogca.emory.edu/communication/training/index.cfm

Special Thanks to the Following 
Contributors to this Research 
Administration Newsletter:

 

James Goff, Manager, Cost Analysis/Data Management
Camilah Hicks, Director, Research Administration Education and Communication

Holly Sommers, Acting Director, OSP
Ron Thompson, Director, OGCA

Jumionne Tiako, Manager, Data Management Operations Group
Kristin West, Assoc VP, Rsch/Dir, Rsch & Compliance
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About Our Organizations…

Our Missions
The mission of the Offi ce of Research Administration is to provide exceptional research administration in 
support of excellence in research, in concurrence with the mission of the University.

The mission of the Division of Finance is to make Emory University fi scally fi t by fostering integrity and 
excelling in competence and teamwork. To support this mission, we embrace the core values of Quality, 
Respect, Growth, and Courage.

Quick Contact List:

David Wynes, Vice President for Research Administration
-Offi ce of Research Administration
 404-727-3889, david.wynes@emory.edu

Edith Murphree, Vice President for Finance
-Vice President for Finance
 404-727-2827, edith.murphree@emory.edu

Kerry Peluso, Associate Vice President for Research Administration
-Offi ce of Sponsored Programs
-Offi ce of Grants and Contracts
 404-727-0551, kerry.peluso@emory.edu

Todd Sherer, Associate Vice President for Research Administration and
-Director, Offi ce of Technology Transfer
 404-727-5550, todd.sherer@emory.edu

Kristin West, Associate Vice President for Research Administration and
-Director, Offi ce of Research Compliance
 404-727-2398, kwest02@emory.edu

Not receiving our newslett ers?
Please visit htt p://www.or.emory.edu to subscribe to our listserv. 
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