CALL FOR PROPOSALS

EmTech Bio Seed Grant Program

Purpose:

The EmTech Bio Seed Grant Program has as its primary purpose the funding of research projects at either Emory University or the Georgia Institute of Technology or joint projects involving both institutions.  Emphasis is placed on projects with potential commercial applications.  The grant program is funded through annual equal contributions from both institutions.

Criteria for Eligibility, Evaluation and Selection:

Permanent, full-time faculty in the professorial ranks (assistant, associate and full professor) positions or full-time research staff may apply.  Recipients of grant funds from other sources are not eligible for funding of essentially equivalent research projects under the EmTech Bio Seed Grant Program.   

Selection of proposals for funding will be based on equal weighting of criteria related to commercial potential and scientific merit.  Following an initial screen to determine compliance with eligibility criteria, proposals will be subject to a two-step review process.  An initial review will be conducted by a panel of scientists with relevant expertise using the attached review form.  The final review and recommendation for funding will be undertaken by the Emtech Bio Scientific Advisory Board.  Final approval for funding will be made by the Emtech Bio Board of Trustees. 

Duration:

Grants will be for funding of up to one year in duration.  Funds must be spent in the year designated.  Extensions and renewals for a second year may be permitted subject to demonstrated progress and submission of a renewal application.  

Format:

Proposals should not exceed 5 pages, excluding a cover page, a budget page, a curriculum vitae (NIH format) of the principal investigator and any co-investigators, The cover page should include the title of the proposal, name, title and department of the principal investigator, the amount requested, and a one-paragraph summary. Principal investigators should provide evidence of required institutional approvals, e.g., signature of department chairs and a statement from conflict of interest committees if required.

  Proposal contents should be in the following order:

· Cover page

· Body of proposal (5 pages)

· Budget page

- Curriculum vitae including list of current funding and pending proposals

The body of the proposal should include a description of the following:

· Specific aims

· Background and significance

· Research design and methods

· Should include brief description of experimental design and procedures

· Include description of means of data analysis

· Describe criteria that will be used to determine if the specific aims have been achieved

· Include a timeline for the project

· Description of any approvals required for use of laboratory animals or human subjects and status of such approvals. Documentation required for approvals must be submitted prior to award of funds.

· Commercial opportunity and any industry collaborations (this should include a brief description of the market potential for the commercialized technology)

Budgets:

The proposals should include a detailed budget.  Funds may be used for salary and fringe benefit support of faculty, graduate students and other research staff but may not be used for general staff or administrative support.  Supplies, minor equipment items, travel and other costs directly associated with the research activity are eligible for support.  Indirect costs of 10% of direct costs will be supported.  Grants are expected to range from $75,000 to $100,000 for a one-year period.  

Reporting Requirements:

A final report is due within 45 days of the end of the grant period.  The final report should specifically address research results relative to each specific aim, a statement of any intellectual property developed as a result of the grant, a description of prospects for or actual follow-on funding and any industry collaborations.  

Submission:

Proposals must be received by 4:00 p.m. November 21, 2003 by Connie Snipes, Facilities Manager at EmTech Bio, in Microsoft Word (.doc) or Acrobat Reader (.pdf) format. Evidence of required institutional approvals must be submitted on paper with original signatures. 

e-mail:  csnipes@emory.edu

EmTech Biotechnology Development, Inc.

1256 Briarcliff Rd.

Atlanta, GA  30306

Tel:  404-727-4518

Fax:  404-712-9357

For questions contact Connie Snipes (csnipes@emory.edu  404-727-4518), or Lee Herron, Associate Director of Biosciences, ATDC (lee.herron@atdc.org, 404-385-1597)
